AMAZONS    OF    FREEDOM

-witnessing to-day between the Germans and the
Czechs. The Czechs, too, are developing and
extending their secret organizations and their
German conquerors will never succeed in coming
to an Understanding' with them. The hatred of
the Poles for the Russians, who were oppressing
them with the most brutal violence, was even more
implacable. Whereas the Czechs to-day are still
making efforts to regain their liberty through diplo-
matic action, the Poles of that day fought the
Russians in bloody battles and with acts of
sabotage.

And the secret impelling force behind all the
Polish rebellions and other acts, which involved
heavy losses in life and treasure for both parts,
were these women's organizations. There were
large organizations in Warsaw, Vilna, Lublin and
Lwow and even the war material was produced by
the women. In one case, which occurred in Cracow
on 7th August 1863, proof of this became public
through a disastrous explosion in which a dwelling
house was blown up. It was established that the
building was used for the manufacture of munitions
for the insurgents and that most of the workers
were women and young girls. Many of these were
killed in the explosion. Characteristically enough,
the names of these heroines, with a single exception,
were not known. The exception was one Maria
Wiatrowicz.

Needless to say, this disaster did not deter the
women of Poland from continuing this dangerous
work. They went on producing munitions for
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